Congress of the Enited States
PHouse of Representatives

Washington, BE 20515
February 14, 2006

The Honorable Jim Nussle The Honorable John Spratt

Chairman Ranking Member

Committee on the Budget Committee on the Budget

303 Cannon House Office Building 1401 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Nussle and Ranking Member Spratt:

In 1975, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) was enacted into law to
ensure that students with disabilities received the quality education that they both need and
deserve. With this legislation came a promise to federally fund 40 percent of special education
costs, a promise that still has yet to be honored. For nearly 30 years, this lack of adequate federal
funding has unfairly burdened local school districts and taxpayers struggling to meet the
educational needs of all students, including a growing number of students with disabilities.

In 2004, the House of Representatives approved and the President enacted the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Improvement Act, establishing a concrete timetable of incremental
funding increases in order to obtain the full 40 percent of promised federal funding for special
education by Fiscal Year 2011. This commitment was agreed to by an overwhelming majority of
both the House and the Senate, and yet we were still unable to meet the goal we set for the first
year of that timetable.

As you prepare your Fiscal Year 2007 House Budget Resolution, please honor our
commitment and include the $16.94 billion authorized in this law for the Part B State Grants,
thereby putting the federal government back on track to fully funding our share of IDEA costs.
While we recognize the challenges and tough decisions that you face in the current fiscal climate,
we believe that increasing IDEA funding enables our local communities to devote the scarce
resources that are currently being spent to meet the unfunded federal requirements of the IDEA
law to other areas of significant need. Even during this time of restrained spending, we must
help ease the burden that this current unfunded mandate places on state and local budgets.

We look forward to working with you on this critical matter, and are hopeful that our
efforts will afford our schools greater financial freedom and the local control necessary to best
serve their students and communities.

Sincerely,
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